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VALIAHTS VIEWPOINT

A CASE FOR THE DEFBNCRE
Fron wy position witbin the Supporters Club, it has boen dffftcult to
avoid the recant criticiem that haa beon levallad at both cur
arganisation and particular mambors due to articles and disclosures in
tha Eovember issue of Valtants Viewpoint.

Much of the content of last month'c iscue bag baea subject to intense
scrutiny, and now would seonr to be a good tima to defand curselves
- against certain of thesa allegations. Firstly witd regard to Hr Poter
Burrowss, Prase Officar, of Charlton Athletic F.C. This will ac doubt
ba refarred to elsewhsre in this edition. .

Secundly, the situation surrounding tba publicatfon of a ‘ocut of dale’
bonue paymonta contract, which has resulted ta a sudden and eurpricing
changs of attituds by the parest club towards tbe Supporterc Club. This
bonua contract wap ealvaged from the dadria at the Valley by a
Bupwortore Club xember and wae not atolen or copied from the clubd
oftfcas. Suroly, 1f a docusant ia so upimportant that it can ba left
17ing awongst the rubbish at the Vallay, there can bo fow implicstions
ragulting from it'e publicatica. I uudarotond theso docusants cen be
colleoted by the sack full in the rogion of ths players tunnal.

The fundamontal reason for the existence of the Supporters Club is, as
tho naw» suggesis to eupport the club., This wa bave dose tims and again
over the years, and mogt racently with tha purchace of a now mini bus
for tho vsa of the rewserve and youth taam at a cost of £12,000, which
wae raised {n just under a year, an achievomsnt wbich naver recoived the
recognition it desarved. .

Tho third and final patter for clarification refars to the confacture
concorning my own particular contributions to thte magaztne. I would
liko to take this opportusity to point ocut that all articles writtes by
‘ayaalf carry an acknowledgemant. .

In conclusion, it may be pecessary ta ro-assert the SUPPORT which the
Supporters Club has for the team, and slso %o romind all concarned that
the Supporters Club has never attesmpted to uudermina tha Football Club.

Maanwhile, Valiante Viewpoint will, we bopo, continue to provide an
interosting and oredinle alternative ta buth the match prograsme and the
local and netiona)l prese in an ontertatning and informative manmer, and
we hope thei sveryone who reads it will help in the form of lotters snd
contributions.

- = = YOUR VERDICT PLEASE H'LUD,
. . Steve Dixon.

RE MR PETER BURROVES ~

It has been brought to our attention, that.in the Rovenmber 1987 issue of
'Supporters Clud News', statements and conments were made in the
editorial column and in an article entitled 'The Thoughts of Chairman
Bill' relating to Nr Peter Burrowes the Press Officer and Programme
Bditor of Charlton Athletic Football Club 1984 Ltd. Ve now know that
certain matters, in those two articles of which Mr Burrowes conplains
are untrue. Ve would therefore offer to Mr Burrowes, our un reserved
apologies for any distress or iaconvenience caused to him by such
statements or compents. At Mr Burrowes request we have donated the sunm

of £150 to the Charlton Athletic Youth Team.
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BAD LOSERS 1

Misfit Athletic, This was the headlinee, on the back page of the
Bewcastle Chromicle on Saturday Novambar 28th. After rieking life snd
1imb to break fres of the police escort to the turnstiles, and having a
snsak view of Uzited’s now stand, I coulde't belp but notice the back of
this paper betng read by a big 'Geordie’. Jiefit Athletic, I thought,
whnts that rubbiah sbout ? I then set off in search of a paper of my
mm, to examine the coutantm of tha article.

Due to this venture into the unknown, I pearly miesed Andy Jonés goal.
"Pajects from cther Division One outfits”, what & load of crap [ thought
to mysel! as ¥nlebies was receiving trsatment infront of the monkey
anclosure at the other ead. This lot of rejects has cost us close on
two million pounds mte.

Fawcamtls aran't azactly blecsed with a team of supsrstars, .lnfact we
mda them look rubbish for most of the game. I can only think that they
still havant forgiven us for giving them such a good bhiding last May. Os
the front page of the Chronicle that well kmown’ Gaordie®, Gleas Roedar,
was calliag for revenge , he called it a husilisting defest.

"Yhat mervelous fans these Newcastle supporters srs” wa keap baing told
by T.¥. and newspapers alike. Vell the moroms who through all the
misilas at Colin Valsh certainly destroyed that myth forever.

PATRICK MUST KNOW SOMETHING WE DOET

That faithfull Chariton fan, Patrick Collinms, our best bet in the Sunday
pspera for a decemt write-up, seome to be rather betier informed than
your average supporter. VWatch this coluwn for furtber developmantaf

AOUGH sY the mnns and  Chariton 2 Coventry 2  ®eaiiy
rows of am  eviragoevs inte fthe
o8¢ Lonnie Ehnrence ket By PATRICK COLLINS  oavie spe
malstalned @ splondid smile beck and ses twe polats cast to | 0te? Shirth

and an alr of desporste the wind, tonge and G
optimim. ‘e h-oen hora flve years en . Sicien) ).
- BUt 1868 might o wmite was - ‘ jpt ot Chorties’ ca
i | freyed o) the odger and the T with Heelr onas
c o] Optimism veeimed more despere SO tn the Fird min
nly oy then twer. ' .\ Gluart, whe ke
doh Hvon by the standards of thyf  And robedy was stforing him ol :d“ tut
voge | Charites memsper's droodfil  on argument. A groy day 8w o sited slipshe
in g | sensem the letest dlsppolating plliul crewd of 4,936 watching us b
y oo | S0IBACK Bod Dosn pa : a grey malch ot o otedium’ ton have o
‘hen | herd to take. . which every Charitea directer of how to b
B0 A godd up, e ond 1 o enuleus 1o vacale In order e ety - have
wd | minutes sway, esd the poisiy rofurs home te The Vaeliey. thit @ auaw
N beckesbng, il Chartien @une fitriee late, b
aged T squander tholr sdvom Rode - bar
tope. 0 was the teet of Diew Gyne was b
drives monngers b A
of lsdaclk paelry. CHAR

*oRwe % day,' dor  Bemmeti tom! . Al&\f domay
v bl mmb w seere, - - '



mmmnmamm

CHARLTON must be everyone's
favourites lor relsgation this season,
And that makes them a team New.
casile must beat f they are to halt
thaelr deprassing - if undoservod wm
run of home results and pull sway
from the wrong end of the table.

A glance down the Chariton team-shiogh-

shows a side largely made up of rejec
from other Division Cra cutfits - 8 for-
mula that can be precurious, ‘

It worked for & while ior % .oy Waddington
at Stoke and Lawrie McMeramy at Southamp-
ton. Bul, ag & long-erm woiley it 18 deatined
to fallure,

Unpited must finish the season above teame

like Charltor and three points today wre en -

sential. But Chariton cen be unpredictable

and they managed the great escape ipsl

season with the help of an unlikely 80 Banl

Hollday victory against @ Neweast!s side that

had already d.rammcaﬁ{ putled jtself cleap

of the danger zone in the last few woels of the -
1880787 campaign,

Charlton have failed Manuger Lennle Lawe.
to build on their end. fa?.i‘h’:“ uu:;d :g@.-utmg
ﬁi‘:“b‘gzm‘.“’,“ ri:th " L": so, when @ wag avulls

again this yoar and H4 Sattiuet aygr?“ Waish

openad the searon wi striler

four sty t defests. Part Vele snd ﬁ e
The&wam the botiom  relend rmidflold wan

of the table apd Bave  vid Cowphall from |
vensined thars alnoa, tiaies: Farast.
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Jones joinad Port Vi
from I.: lﬂ&;nd I:B -
sepson Be was ;
with 39 gonly. His ﬁm
form c:rned him  intags
nabionsl calis lost sepson
<nd e won bis fifth Wales
s ap sguinst Crechoslovakl
this munth. :
Compbell made vapid
;,rogregs wflar m&? I
Porest debul g § Hiw
was it breland's Workd Cup

BY PAUL NUNN

d a ister sad
colloctod bis sighth full
cop  wpsbngg tibo
month . 5

But neither bao rostly et
aouth London sl though

Jowes lina 5
) b towel in t&
mﬁm

Witk the arrival of two
2 S pi
gh:cw p!'.u'e i He -

The widfield baot mz
gone medy ¢ A
& ol @ g
slde o™

Robert Lee, Andy P
%ﬁf‘_’@ Maehenily,
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Frank,Fearless....Fed up!

The Jonas Boy (Andy,not Tos) moy be ragor-sherp around ths box
but he Joosn't often let @& bilade near hie okin.X rockon this is ancthor
oxnaplo of Our Leadsr's cnlightoned aonagemont.Yould you opend £350,000

@ player,let him tratn with hio now: tcuuauatos and thea npand eloop-
leoo aighto worrying in ceee the iaod g cvcruoae by an ovoruholning
urge to ond it all? 4s coon oo the lad drrived Leanio obviausly gave
inetructions to confiscate rasors,cther sharp instruments and alecping
pillo.Yine move,my son! Nind you,I phonod The Sawsaritans the other doy
and told thos I vas a Charlton supporter...and they hung upi

L34 14441/

Strangs poople you meot in thoso ports.X wes waiting for a 75 bus
tho othor day (vhat'c now,Y hear you sek) snd this weirdo in @ red,
vhite snd.blue ccarf came up to se and asked what I thought of Tho
Zogleo.Groat,I replicd,X've got all theiy LP's,.Punay bloke.

8till,1f ‘nothing elee,coming to Solhurst Park has broadesed ay
#ind.X's on Volume VI of Gibbon's Noclina and FPall of the Nowan Bmpire,
It'a all about Constontinople with it's °swirling vortex of conaopic-
uocua and dynamic barbarians®.Thoae Lecda' fana get around,don't they?

sancoes

Ynilat I was stending here the othor night,something otruck me.
{Ho,it waon't & Sainoburys*® trolley).Yeers and ysars I atood on tho
Bast Torrace at The Vulley with cunny,cloudlose eftarnsons and oriep,
dry eveninge with tho awoat,sveat scent of tho sugar wafting over frow
Tate and Lylos at North Woolwich,...I mioe that beautiful owmoll.Adnd
now what?lRatia,fog end ovan & hurricane.Conclusive proof that Charlton
and SE25%5 are not mesnt to be.If the Lord haed weaat Charlton to play ag
salhurat Park he'd havo given them webbsed foot (ond made them as ugly
so Jim Cennon).

S VALIABTS VIEWPOINT
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uunouro.ruuoura,runoura;...I'u~atck of ‘nn.vtil-vw,won't ve go
back to The Valley (or end'up'tn Wiiton Keynee).Nind you,I'm not one
te sprood storied dut I wasn talking to a bloke in a pub whoos mate
1ives next door to o aam whooe gecond covein svears thas he gav Maur-
ico Bonhews buying a packes of gruoes ooed tu'voollioa.uann.aakou you
vordor,dunait? i ‘

*206000

I'veo told my @issus what to B8e¢ we for Christmrsio . paiyr of dng-
ler's Yadora.¥sll,have you tried using sho Oents &t The Sainsburyo’
Bag? ' : o ‘

Tolking of oy beloved,I's not ig her good buvka at the. monont{ew
I sver,I hear you ask).a11 I caid vas Y vae going to footuall with
throe 'mates' amnd asho said if that's what I &9t up to doun hers, thon
she'd hido my sssson ticket,Richard Brnusoo3a~got a lot to anewer for!

cBeo800
' ¥ .
Do you know how the Simpd Cup got it'a nanme? I rockon it'a because

it dooes scom odd that 2nybody would want to turn up to watchi

LaA 221 23

Finally,a little footive warning Lif you'wre in ay neck of the woods:

Christmas io comiag,
The gooss io getting fet,
If you Lkaocok on @y door ainging Xmuae caroelo,
I'11 feed you to ay oat.,
(I've got o dog roally but ft dtdn‘v rhyme.)

Peace and Lova,

‘ArYy

70 PLACE YOUR AD

ON THIS PAGE PHONE
0322 614387




Daar Velioute Yiewpaint

Ag the author of 'Cherlton’s Long Good Friday' I lelt coapelled to
reply to your edivorial which eppeared in the last fzsue of the Supporters
Club newsletter. After waiching Charlton for some 22 yesrs [ feel as
quelified as anyone te write about the club. ‘The copy wes compiled, typed
and the {llustrations selwcted by me in escmething under thres weeks. Considering
I work Tull-gims in London mnd cenvess with the club®s lottery tickets st loast

two nighte & wesk, I, at leset o8 satisfied with my efforte on bebalf of the
elub.

The printing errore contained in the handbook wsre beyond my control.
Bacauss of the tight deadline, the handbook had to be ready {or sale at the
Hanchedter Unitad game, no prool reading of the final typeser copy was
posoible, Todate scma 300 copies have besn sold, reeulting in e profit of
£1,300 for the club. Ceprtwinly, previous hendbeoks wars full of wtatistical
doteils and sdverts, but this publicetion wee Gevoted to just one season, the
¢lubs return to the Firet Diviesion. Besidew, to enlist tha expertisge of &
professione)l stetietfcian would possibly have coot sround L400.00,

For someone ao obseered with 'getting the Facte right' your editorisl ia
prcked with wintekee, I can only essume you nsver watched muany guees Mrom the
Esat Terrsce. Trus, tha fecilifies could hardly meteh old Tralford, bwi thera
are many grounds in cthe Firet Division with exsctly the sswe probleme. Or didn't
you stend {n the pourding rein et Highbury, Fretcton Park and Upton Park 7.

Corprect me 36 I'w wrong, bt I ceem to recall refreshment stalle wt both ends of

the East Terrsce plus o wobile fieh and chip van and toilets at the top of the
LOFERCE .,

I find this constant criticien of the Chairwen and the Board of Directore
sntremely annoying. If it had not been for My Feyer and Me Colline it i doubtlul
il there would be w Cherlton Athletic, at the Velley or Selhurst Park. The club
huve enjoyed & promotion winnlng cempaign, e Wembley finel and this le our
gucond sesson in Myielon ono.

Kith the teaw streggling st the oot of the table they need wll the support
powsible from thome with the bewt interests of the club et heart. Lsts' stort
seeing wose in the next newslebter.

Yours erely,
N

F. Barratt.

8 VALIANTS VIEWPOINT
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boar Valisnte Vicwpotnt

I dave been o Charitan supporter ail of ay life, dut ovar thoe past 20
yeore or su 1 Bavo pot Does going to the matobes. Thaun whilst visiting
relatives tn Yorbobire at the time of tho Pley~0¥f's, ! aaw the
bigblighto ou T.V. of the gamo agatost Lscds at §t Androws. [ ocant
dzscribe 5y Joy whon Charlton won, 1t almnst led to divarce! Sizcae then
! bove camd to roalfse how euch ! nisa supportisg Chariton snd bave, as
o rosult bocyme & ssaeon Siokot holder. Hy wile bas been along to quite
a fow of the mutoboo and aujoyed thow. I Qo beliovs I Bave caaverted ber
to a Cherlton fes, '

1t bos boon dicsopointing that the rosults bave aot baen good, Wt by
and large the football bos boos untertelateg esd tho problen secas £o bod
putting the ball soto tdo uwot. ! o oure the playors are givieg §t the

beot they cae, and iu Lowmote Lawrenca, Charl¢on have tic best maager io

tho leogua. ‘
#y best wiakos to your eadesveurs both now asd i 3o futura.

Youre fartbiully
P.Cosnors
Yoodlandas Vay
Bouthsmter

Yuat Buasyx,

Boer Ualionta Viewpoiut

[ encloss s couplatsd quostiounatrs wnd cangratulate you ou anotber
eucellont Suppartaru Club Bews. I am &loo letting you kinou thot [ aud ©
otder supportera in the Boyeo and Yest Wichbem oros beve formwd & Baysa
end Yoot Yickhow Bupportars Group and have held ap taaugural maetiag,. Yo
bops to rus the acuasionsl accie) oveut sné $f thinga progresa, I wiil
koop you Antormed. o .

tours ofncerely
R. B, Boddon

28 Kingewny
Voot Wickhan
‘Zoat.

. Face To Face has been held over for thie issue due to the injury to
Colin Valeh, who was to be the player interviewed. Ve were unable io
arrange another interview at short notice.

The Supporters Club wigh Colin all the best and a very speedy recovery
from his injury. :



CHARLTON QUESTIONNAIRE
' THE VERDICT

Included in the lest edition of Valiants Viewpoint was a

sueationnaire designed to provide an insight into the way .
harlton supporters feel about s number of subjects, one of which
was Selhurst Park. . :

To begin with, may we thsnk all the people who bothered
to send in a reply, but all in all the response was a bitter
disappointment.

We were not expecting to be flooded with replies, but
perhapa the responase is indicative of the apathy with whieh
Jpeople view Charlton Athletic. .

The replies we did receive represented s wide renge of
sgea, although it was interesting to note thet when asked the
question ' how long have you.been a Charlton Supporter 7 ' 86% or
people ticked the ten years plus box, which illustrates that
everyone should have the interesta of Charlton at heart, -

Only 10% of people polled were not members of the -
Supporters Club, and exsctly half of the repliea indicated that
their authors travelled regularly to away matches with the S.C.

Only one person who returned the questionnaire ; -
admitted to not being a regular visitor to The Valley. The.young
lady in question.hsad only begun to follow Charlton at the end of
the 1985 - 86 semson, but deseite the fact that she had never
seen a football metch at The Valley, she would prefer to aece
the club playing there. Could there be a moral in that
somevhere 7

41l but seven per cent of people polled confessed to
being regular visitors te Selhurat Park, and all of the
supporters who do travel over there do so for more than half the
matches in a season, although numerous people commented that
their atteadance was under protest.

The question regarding where moat people would like to
see Charlton play brought a predictable 93% vote for The Valley,
although 23% of those auggested another ground in Greenwich if
The Valley could not be ueed.

The Greenwich alternative waes firat choice for three
eogle, and, believe it or not, one person sctumlly choae
elhurat Park ea e second option. Strangely enough, there was

no name on this form, but the reason given for the Selhurst
cloice was one of distance. Thias was the only form returned to-
mention Selhurst in answer to this question. Not one reply
listed it as the ground where they would most like to see
Cherlton play. Mind you, I would have been extremely surprised
if anyone had favoured it. ‘

The next question, regarding imdividual actions brought
some intereating comments, but a very disappointing 47%
admitted to not havimg done anything to let the board know of
their feelings,

0f those who did take action of some sort, many expressed
disguat that their lettera either received an uainformative reply
or mo reply at ell. Amazing to think reelly that the people who'
expact us to turn up regulerly will not even respond to our
lettera,

10 yALIABTS VIBYPOINT
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) The next question concerned the performence of the
Supgorters Club in presenting a ¢ase for return. Forty per cent
of those polled thought that the S.C. was mounting it's
eampaign badly, and the same number choase the resaonably well
option. 4 mere 20% considered the Supporters Club to be
presenting a good cese. -

However, when asked the next guestion ' does the S.C.
represent ‘the members views ?° a rather contradictory figure of
69% felt that their views were represented, )

*  The next two questions grovoked the reelly intereating
comments as everyone suggested how best to alert the parent -
club to our feelings, and how also to improve the Supporters
Club, if dissatisfied. :

. Just about the most popular idea was a complete
boycott of a chosen 'home' fixture and arrenging to hold a
meeting of some sort at a time to coincide with the match. Mr
Dave Walker of Abbey Wood went one further with his
suggestion of encouraging es many fans ns possible to come to
@ game and then walk out one minute sfter the kick - off,.

A number of people were of the opiaion that the
Supporters Club should aever. official links with the club,
enabling wue to mount a more vigorous cempasign. Mr Rick
Everitt of Welling described the efforts of the S.C. to date
as " & diaslogue with the deaf." ‘

There was an overwhelming feeling of mistrust in the
board evidzit in many of the replies. Mr Brian Gray of
Basingstoke even went so far as to suggest that ” it would
have been better to go into liquidation and save all the
fruatration now being experienced."

Another opinion that received a fair amount of support
was that of blocking all cash donations to the club,
something which I, personally, have been in favour of for a
long time. ’ )

One or two people also thought that we should be
represented on the board of directora, but we have already had
such a requesat turned down after it was firet muted at the
AGM back in October.

However, the most trumpeted course of actlion remains m
complete boycatt of a ‘'home' geme. There is certainly food for
thought here. Would a boycott work T Could anough people be
persuaded to stay away from Selhurst for a dsy 7 Would the
media coverage neceasary to make any action a success be
forthcoming 7 Bearing in mind that sows people will go to the
game no matter what, what size crowd could be expscted at &
pre - arranged meeting T . . :

How low would the sttendance figure at Selhurat have to
be for our efforts to be termed as @ succesa ? Hugh Parsons of
Edenbridge wrote; " crowds of less tHan 2000 for a PFiret
Division game would force the club to.take the views of the

supporters seriously.” _ .
Therefore, the question is should we be looking at the

oasibility of a match boycott 7 ( I suggest Oxford on 26 March )
?r you have not already informed us of your opimion ~ now ia the
time.
Last word goes to ¥r D.Troy of Bexleyheath who wrote ;
" the board are quite happy to sit back and rely on the general
‘apathy of Cherlton fans in the hope that the issue will go away.
It won't ™ «~~ And let ua meke sure that it doesn't.

S.D 9 4
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BHE DRCLINE AND FALL

Just how far our club has fellen was brought home to me
recently whilat watchiag the football results ane Saturday
aftersoon on Grandstand. : i .

When the First Division league table appeared on the
screen, Deswond Lynem referred to Charlton propping up the
diviegion 'as always®. )

Unfortunately, this type of riducule is bacoming all too
frequent for my liking. Recently, we were afforded a mention on
Brush Strokes when Jacko, on learning that this brother hed
caused a grsat desl of demege during a fit of rage, remarked;

' were Charlton playing et home last night 7*

And surely what turaed out to be the ultimate indignity
occured on that most gopular of soap operas, Eastenders. Dirty
Den, on entering the Queen Vic only to f£ind it ractically
emply, was heard to comment ' it*s about as fulg as a Charlton
home geme ' an obvious reference to some of the pitiful
attendances we have been attracting recently,

It is a great shame that the name of Charlton Athletic
doee not command a little more respect, as it once did. I
wonder if those days will ever return.

SHERT Fo4

Beat news of the last couple of months has got to be
England's qualification for the finals of the European
Championships in West Germany next sumuer. And apart from
aimply reaching the finels, the manner in which we qualified
was a great hooat for the gemae.

A successful nationel alde can only be good for the game
in Bngland, and for this reason, I believe it is imperative to
allow the England menager the tfme he needs to prepare his
players properly.

There are a number of tough friendlies in the months
leading up to the fin@la againat teems asuch ns Holland snd
Scotland, and it is vital that the Football Association and the
Football League get together to postpone the League Pixtures
before these games. The Englaend players were together for a
week prior to their victory in Yugoslavia, and look at the
difference it made -to their performance,

And while on the aubject of the F.A, just whose idea wae
it to even conaider the possibility of aliowing the F.A.Cup to
be taken ever by commercial aponsorship.

The F.A.Cup is the greatest club competition in the world
and is sbove such vulgarities, and to even suggest that it
could be backed by Fostera lager shows an extraordinary lack of
responsibllty on the part of the F.A. :

Alcohol ia & product that is indirectly responsible for
much of the more unsavoury aspects of our national game, and
should a brewery ever get their hands on the cup, then the F.A
would be guilty of not giving a XXXX.

VALIAUTS VIEVPOINT




Alternative Football Network

Although to many of you, the words ’'slternative football
network' will mean very little, Pregular resderg of 'Off the Ball’ will
know precisely what it is 1 em talking about.

) The alternative football network is the name given to the
rapidly expesnding bueiness of Independent aupgortera megazines similar
to ourselves, which provide a differeat view to the national fooiball
press snd are. unique in the fact that they are writtea for the
supportier by the supporter. - i .

wan{ of these megazines now carry details of each other,
presumavly in an attempt to widen the scope of each particular .

ublicetion, and as we huve been mentioned on a couple of occasiong?
I feel that we are obliged to do the same, v )

We shall start with the daddy of them all, the aforementioned
Off the Ball. Although by no means the oldest of the independent
nagazines, it is probably the moat widely known, and in my opinion,
at lesst partially responsible for the upsurga in interest inr this
type of thing. ' . -

Gfr the Ball is not concerned with the affaire of an{'
specific club, and as such is able to §ive a balanced and well thought
cut opimion on a wide range of football topics, ‘although almost
plways cszing down on the side of the crdinery fen.

Fey perticular attention to the cempaign waged against 1003
membership schemes, and enyone else in general who attempts to
restrict the righta of the ordinary fen; ie - you and I.

OTB is available from P.O.Box 851, Selly Osk, Birmingham,

BZ9 6PD, at a price of 40p plus 20p postage.

When Saturdsy Comes is not unlike“OTB in that it deals with
football in genersl as opposed to any one team. It too containa a
rich blend of humour, constructive criticisa and praise where due,
and it elso receives 10 out of 10 from me with.regard to appearance,
a8 both layout and printing quality are excellent, .

W5C is 8 good buy at sgg, and can bYe cbteined from 12 Sutton
Row {3rd Floor), London, W1V 5FH. Enclose 44 size SAB.

Moving elong to the irdividuel club offerings, check out West
Bromwich Albion's Fingerpost. It is without doubt the most
profeasionally produced of all the club fanzinea I have aeen,
containing actual advertisements end resl photographs !

The one thing I Adisliked about Fingerpoast was the WBA mstch
reports; obviously of little interest to enyone axcept Albion fansa.

" 'However, it is well worth a read at 40p. W¥rite to 19 ashville
Drive, Halesowen, Weal Midlands, B63 32D. 4add 20p for postage.

) The laet magazine to get a mention in this iasue jg 'Not The

View', Celtic fan's answer to the club newspaper, 'The Celtic View'.

A common theme amongst most fanzines is supporters grumblea
with their club (take us for example). I would have guessed that
Celtic fans have few complaints, but that juat shows how wrong you
can be, and Rangers fans should steer well clear of this publication.

Of all the fanzinea 1 hsve seer to date, this is my favourite.
Note especislly the series ‘they embarrassed the hoops' in which
Celtic's most infemous players are recelled. We may pinch thia ides
in the near Tuture. . . ’

Not The View is availanble from P.0.Box 306, Clasgow, G2l 2EA.
70p inc postmge is expensive but I reckon that it's worth it.

: In our nent issue, we hope to review offerings from Notts Co,
Arsenal, Weoldstone and York. All these publications can be obtained
from Sportapages in the Charing Croas Road which alao atocks Valignts
Viewpoint.
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Saturday 14th November 1987 was not a particulaerly notaeble
day in Charlton history, and most fans will recall it as the dny
we glipped further adrift at the foot of the table by loeing to
Wat ord. o

~  However, for this particular Charlton supporter, that
Saturday a few weeks ago was quite memorable, for I went back to
The Yalley. . .

I've looked in a few times eliace the emotional farewell
againat Stoke Cit{ but I'd never had the time to wander sround,
and some of the t {ngs I saw astonished me,

Let me begin this trip down the proverbial memory lane in
the North Stand. We always referred to it as the Covered End, but
%:dée currently in great danger of being re-named *The Uncovered

Large chunks of the roof were dislodged in the recent
storms and the sunlight shines through the 8aping holes onto the
debris that 1ies below. The walls of the North Stand are
absclutely covered in graffitti, but, that apart, the stand
remaine in reassonably good’cond{tion, especially considering the
fact thet it has been virtuelly untouched for over two years,

fuass in the firast place. -

Once, it was a car park, now it is a desolate a}ab of grey
concrate littered with broken giaas and lumps of wood, A number
of the refreshment huts surraunding the car park now lie in ruins,
teatimony to an arson attempt.

urning to face the Main Stand, I atopped to take a picture
of the acarred rear wall, which aome idiot had set alight.

On entering the stand, I made way firat of all to the
directors box, reduced practically to ¢ arcoal, presumably by the
same vandal who tried to burn down the 8tand in the first place.

Quite a few femous names have sat in The Valley dug - outs
in the sixty - siy years up to 1985, but anyone aitting there now
would amee hies ankles diesappear into the collecting weeds and
acattered rubbigh,

I was unable to venture up the tunnel as the door has been
firmly barriceded, therefore what lies inside the battered shell
of the Weat Stend remains a myatery. The executive boxes at the
rear of the stand mit barren and empty with the shattered &lass
Just waiting to crumble onto the seata helow.

Of the three atanda, this is without doubt the one that
has fared the worst from the two years neglect. Many of the aeats
are literslly falling. away from their etepa and there are
enormous holes in the floorboards revealing accumulatj litter.

Rext stop was the south end of the ground, thenﬁimmy Seed
Stend. This stand is the newest building at the ground, having
been opened as recently as 1981, and to be truthful, little has
changed since the day it was opened.

The one noticeable change in appearance that is hard to
avoid is the accumulation of twenty - saix months of plgeon
droppings which cling to the aeals and steps of the stand,

However, unlike the Main Stand and the Covered End, the .

Jimmy Seed Stand simply requires a thorough acrub down to be
roady for uss again.,
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Unfortunately, the same can not be said for the Bast
Terrace, which can just about be located beneath the weeds if you
try ‘hard enough. :

Particularly on the lower half of the terrace, the weeds
have tekem over, but the upper reaches of the vast bank are
relatively free of plant life. :

From the top of the East Terrace, the view is as
spectocular as ever, offering an unparalleled panorama acroes
Greenwich end South Eest Iondon towerds the City. .

The Bast Terrace can also boast, if that is the corrept
word, perhasps the moat aatonishing sight anywhere in the ground.
Sitting setride the path that separates the upper and lower halves
of the terrsce at a point roughly edjacent to what used to be the
halfwey line sits a bush that can only be properly described es a
small tree. I would guess that it stends approximately ten feet
high and ias of & similar width., It will take more then a
detzrmined fan with a trowel to shift this, let me tell you.

By picking a way through the undergrowth to the fence at
the bottom of the terrace, one is confronted with surely the moat
hesrtbreaking sight of all.. The pitch, which we looked upon with
such pride and was played on by some of the greatest nemes in
football, is enough to bring tears to the zye.

The waist high weeds sway in the wind like ears of cora,
and in some places they are so thick that access to certain aress
of the piich is slmost impossibdle.

" Even the rumnimg track around the touchline is infested
with weeds and rubbish. Indeed, were you to remove the terraces
and stands you could be stending on a remote highland somewhere .
north of Aberdeen. It was hard to atave off the overwhelming
feeling of anger and bitterness thet engulfed me ms I stcod on
the turf that I truly considered hallowed only to see it
overgrown with weeds as far as the eye could see. .

Numerous advertising hoerdings lie in tatters around the
pitch and there is even an 0ld eshopping trolley restin§ in front
of the Covered End ( a Seinsbury's trolley no doubt t J,

I was somewhat fUZZ1ed by the lengih of the grass in
certain places. When viewed from above, 1t becomes apparent that
thé grass running along the East Terrace touchline is nowhere
near @a long as the rest. I em unwilling to suggest that the
grasa hes been cut, but without a better explanation, that would
appear to be the cemse. :

The Veiley today is in a sorry state, but it is by no
meene irreparable, which I fear cannot.be sald about the demege
th?{ has been dome to our once ~ mighty club by our two yeara in
exile.

Don't get me wrong, I em not suggesting that football
could be played there next weel but gemson is not out of the
queation if the situetion is quickly resolved. We muet simply
wait in the hope that there is an uadercurrent of truth in some
of the recent speculation, and perhaps then this proud stedium
giil witness the much ~ awaited return of the club to which it

elongs. _ i

8D
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Of Steve Dixon(who 7) ,-!
;
7

r

Pull Neme ; Steve ‘acoop’ Dixon
Birthplece : Unaure as of dubious parentage
Birthdate : That would be telling : .

What is your favourite article of clothing 7 My Crystal Palece teef
shirt - I never go snywhere without it. :

Who is your most famous friend outside football ? Ron N&éﬂes

- What asubject aid you dislike most at achool 7 P.E - because we
uged to go to Crystal Palace to play aquash,

Who would you most like to meet 7 The person who takea Charlton
back to The Valley. :

Whet, if anything, frightens you % Miseing the last train from
Norwood& Junction,

Which television programme do you always awitch off end why ?
Hatch of the Day because Jimmy Hill'a on it. .

Which day of the week do you dislike most 7 Saturday's (1)

¥hat do you went for your birthday ? A ground

Did you get any O Lgvela T Failed English Languege seven timea.
¥het,is the biggest risk you have ever taken ? Writing this article.
Have you aver been mistaken for anyone else ¥ Ihe Elephant Han.

Do you have any recurring dreems 7 Charlton returning to The Valley.

S.D
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CHRISTHAS QUIZ 1987
Vin two cosch tickets to the away game of your choice. Answer all m‘.

questione aad return them to the address balow by the 23rd Janvary. Tha
first all correct card openad op the 26th January will wim thae prizae.

1/ ¥apw the scarsr of Charltoa dthlatic's first sver lesgue goal avey
from hons 7 B
2/ ¥mme Chariton's firet sver league viotery, outeids Lomdos.

S/ Charlton have scored & gonls agaioat oams club, on three diffavest
grovnde. Feue the opponents and tha groumis 7

4/ Wiat ie tha highest aggregate, of gosls ecored im a first divisios.
matodb involviasg Charltos 7 .

8/ Vbich player otder than Andy Joves, wes eigned from Port Vale 7

6/ Pams the four oluba, Charlton buve scorsd 6 goale againat in & firet
divieion match 7

7/ Namm Chariton bthletic'u wost capped player.

8/ During the 1-11 defest ot Villa Fark o the 14tk Wov 09, Willie Duff
bad to leave tha field due to injury whes the ccove wes 1-8. Which two
playere had o epsll in goel sfter thie 7

9/ Durfung tha 1057/88 meason, Charlton acored 107 league goale. In which
other saseon did Char!tns score A00 or more lesgue gosle 7

10/ Bame Churlton Athletic'e bemd aver victory ageiust league oppoaition
in the F.4.C.

basvere should be posted to 03 Vaeylands, Swsoley, Ksnt, BRE BTH.

Pleans suclose o deytios phows oumbar.

Quostiong compiled by Pavl Rllic, & mouber of the lusociation of
Ponthell Stetistiticiune.




CLASSIC OWN GOALS
NUMBER ONE

Wolcome to a brand new page in Valiant® Viewpoint which we
hope will become a regular festure, although that depends entirely
on the reaction we get from our resders.

We have nicked this idea from the independent nmagazine
‘Ynen Saturday Comes' and they have besn inundeted with
correapondence,

To kiek - off the eeries, I would like to recall & natch

. at The Valley ( where slse ) &t the beginning of the 83 - 84
sacaaon. -

The cempaign hed started well for Charlton with two wins
and a draw, but one thing particularly relevant to thia tale that
ahould be taken into conaideration is the fact that in those three
gemes we had not conceded a goal.

Viaitors to The Valley on a mild September day were
Sheftiela Uednesdag. The Owls were eventually to £ill one of the
promotion placea, but for the first thirty minutes of this game
they were unéer presaura.

Just after the half hour the deadlock was broken. Charlton

. Steve Dowman was meking only his second home appearance and had yet
to endear himself to the home fans., Needless to eay, he did little
to further his cause thanks to his prominent role in the first goe
we conceded thet scason. ’

In a moment of madness that still haunts many a Haddicks
follower, our new centre - half turned on the edge of the centre
cirele to face his own gosl, and s tting Nicky Johna on the edge o.
his area, Powman sent the ball se ling in a graceful arc over the
baffled goalkesper and into the net, without a Wedneaday player inm
fifteon yerds.

Despite this setback, Charlton recovered to gain a point in
al - 1 draw thanks to & Derek Hales penalty, but that geme will
live forever in ay memory for one of the finest own goasls I've ever
seen.

I am sure thet many of you can recall spectacular own goals
auch as this, 80 why not put pen to paper and asend them to the
addreas on the ineide front cover.

S.D

WVHITE HARKY LANR

Following Terry Vanoblae recent whito handkerchief traatment at
Barcalona, be was obviously grasping at strawe in his aftar match
iaterview, which was ebown on T.V. at half time durfng the Coveutry ,
Arconal gama. Tel Boy could only comment an a acrappy match and Tony
Parks lack of taath, and that he didn't think the Spurae desorvad to
lcoe. He had completely forgatten to mention the numeroua chances
Charlton had durtng the gams. Trevor Brocking wus oven besrd to may that
 “wBan you are down, you doat get any luck®. Dont wa kmow 1t!

Any way'Tol Boy® the last taan Charlton beat eacked their manager tha
following waal. “Came o you Spurs®.
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_‘ : VALIAHTS VIEWPOINT |
- QUIZ REPORT

The quiz team have mada a very encouraging atart to the ceasonm, winning
throe of thair firat four matches. The_ first gams nf the season wao
played at tho Hemaingford Arms, and resulted in bur anly defeat to date,
43 - 83 by London Plynouth Argyle. Our next opponente wers London Caltic
vho wure Soundly baaten 51 -~ 28 . At the Vallay Clud, Roaford were moxt
to recoive tha treatmant, 42 - 21. Romford actually includa a few
Charlton faas in their side. At Griffin Park, Charlton beat Hrantford
35 - 28 ta record our best aever start to a quiz season.

Paul Stubborfield is praving to bs the atar of the abow with a very
inpreseive 23 points out of a possible 36 avatlable in the individual
queatious.

DATR " OPPOBENTS B--A VENUE
12/:0/87  London Plymouth 43- -83 Avay
5/11/87  London Celtic St~ -28 Avay
9/11/87 Ronford 42~ -21 Valley €lub

26/11/87 Brentford ' 35~ -28 Griffin Park

11/01/88 Landon Hensdowbank
25/01/88 London Plymouth
22/02/83 Loudian Celtic

Valley Club
-Vallay Clud
Vallay Club

D]

LI Y B B A ]

?/03/88 Rontord Avay
21703788 Brentfard Valley Club
21/04/83 London Headowbank Avay

Hatches at the Valley Club get underway at about 8. 15pa and supporters
are eost welcoze to come alang. :

PROGCRAMNES WANTED
e

COLLECTOR BUYS;
PEB-1045 Charlton Atbletic programmes required. Also Handbooke aod other
Charlton mumprabilia. :

TELEPHOBE 01-302-2143 (Bvenings only) ask for Mike.

THR VWILLSHE CONNEBCTION

Garoth Navies cf Holyhead fe coopiling a Veldh Internatfonal’s Who's
Yho, whica he hopes will be published by the Associatfon of Footbosll
‘Stattaticiana, Oaroth is looking for eoms information on the following
¥eloh Internationala who played for Charlton. The type of informaticn
required is, Type of player, precent employrent, whereabouts naw and if
applicable, dats passed away.
CYRIL DAVIES 1070'e, TBEVOR EDVARDS 1057, G. GRBBH 1038/392
J. PUGSLEY 1030‘c K.G.TURHER 1937-40. )
Iaformtion to G. H. Davies

27 ST SERIQUS CLOSE

HOLYHEAD

GYWYNEDD
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"very good iden going to both. Bronley and Catford oz a Saturday maraing

varz VEEVE PARE TINGS 4

1988 A BX ‘88 vearox 43 ;
Fri lat Jen  Man Otd €3,00 08.00 07.45 08.18 08.30 ‘
St Oth Jan Weat Haa £3.00 32.90 -----  12.45 13.00

Bat 16th Jen Bottinghan P. £7.00 10.00 - 09.50 1018 16.80

Bat 6th Fob Q.P.§. €3.00 12.18 --ee- 12,30 12.48 g
Sat 27td Feb  Arseaal £3.00 12.30 ----- 12,45 13.00 b
Bst Btk Kar  Darby County £6.00 00.30 09,00 09,48 10.00 -

8at 30tk Nar 8outhampton £5.00 13,30 (11,30 13:16  31.00
8at 23n4 4pr  Forwicd City 26.00 16.00 10.00 00.45 00,30
8at Oth Apr Coventry City £6.00 10.00 00.30 10.18 10.30

8at 30th apr Bverton €3.80 07.30 07.18  07.45 08.00 ¥
St 7tk My Clelsoa 23,00 12.30 ----- 12,46 13.00 /
. ) : . 4
EBY BX. , . Boxloydeath in Albion Road bedind Marks & Sparks :
8R. . . Bromley South Btatfan
VB, . . Bltham Vall Hall at thd roundabout - '
- BOX . . Pox Undar The Bil} pudlic Bousa {a Shooters Hill .
. A8, . . Avchor & Ropa at juncticn witd Yeolwied Boad in Charlten

PLEABE EOTB all fores and tistngo are subjeot to alterstiou.’

ALL PARBS SHOWD 4ROVE ARB FOR MBNBERS O3LY momberabip sad 1.D. cards
must be produced wbon bocking eftber cosch or trajn.

BO ALCOBOL 18 ALLOVED OF BITHBB COACB 0& TRAIG TRAVEL.

Due to lack of pecple boaking, the Catford Pick up hos been dropped. Vo
spolagise to tho fow pocple who did use Catford but it wae not proviag o

as-cokobes ware being delayed in tho traffic, 8isce tha etart of the
ssssan Bronley piok up bso been wary woll supported and wa 11l continue
with thie. . ' o

BT TRAIN TO MANCKRSTRR UBITID, 1wt Jwvisy 107 SR=  British Rall

Traia doparts Bustos, 10.10sm arrives Varrick Boad 13.85pa

o —

S n
TR

'dopn;t; VYarriok Road, 17.35ps arrives Buston 10.82pn

Fare 213 msbers &14 non assbera. Thie te & B.B. oponsor traip.

BY TRAIY T0 MOTTIEGEAR FOSEGT, 16t JANOADY §0a7 -

Train departs St Paccras 11.40am arriving at iott.tnshu at 13.48pn. The

Fotura journey departs Hottinghas at 17.2%pa arrivisg back 1o Loadop at
10.32pa. T fare ie £10 for sambers asd £11 far nop mombore,
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